
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  A	  recent	  update	  to	  the	  iTunes	  version	  of	  the	  
app	  means	  you	  can	  now	  use	  the	  app	  on	  an	  
iPhone	  and	  get	  access	  to	  the	  full	  content	  for	  
iPad	   too.	   Please	   email	   me	   if	   you	   have	  
finished	  participating	   in	   the	   trial	   and	   you’d	  
like	  a	  free	  copy!	  
	   	   BUT….	  

Want	  to	  know	  more?	  We’re	  now	  on	  Twitter!	  

@SueReviews	  
I’m	  posting	  regular	  reviews	  of	  apps	  for	  
autism	  and	  will	  also	  do	  a	  bit	  of	  re-‐tweeting	  
on	  autism	  and	  technology	  news.	  This	  is	  
also	  a	  way	  to	  get	  updates	  on	  my	  fortnightly	  
blog…	  	  	  

www.clickeast.co.uk/blog	  
	  
	  
	  
www.	  
	  
	  

April	   is	  World	  Autism	  Awareness	  Month,	   so	  we’re	  all	   in	  blue	   to	  
help	   celebrate	   that!	   Now	   that	   the	   Click-‐East	   study	   has	   been	  
running	   for	   a	   year,	   and	   we	   have	   all	   our	   families	   enrolled,	   we	  
wanted	  to	  send	  out	  another	  update	  on	  progress.	  	  Whatever	  your	  
connection	  to	  the	  project,	  we’re	  so	  grateful	  for	  your	  support	  and	  
we	  hope	   you’ll	   agree	   that	   the	   study	   is	  worthwhile,	   and	  making	  
good	  progress.	  
  

Our	  Families	  
54	  families	  were	  enrolled	   in	  the	  study	  before	  we	  had	  to	  close	  recruitment	  at	  the	  end	  of	  
January.	   They	   represent	   a	   wide	   range	   of	   background	   and	   levels	   of	   experience	   with	  
technology,	  which	  we	  hope	  will	  make	  our	  findings	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  study	  relevant	  to	  as	  
many	  different	  families	  as	  possible.	  	  	  

…Warning!	  
	  

	  
If	   your	   family	   is	   still	   enrolled	   in	   the	  
Click-‐East	   trial,	   PLEASE	   don’t	  
purchase	  the	  paid	  app	  elements	  
until	   after	   your	   final	  
appointment.	   It	   will	   make	   it	  
impossible	  to	  understand	  our	  results	  if	  
people	  have	  been	  using	  the	  full	  app	  at	  
home,	   outside	   of	   the	   project.	   	   As	   a	  
reward	   for	   your	   patience	   we’ll	   make	  
sure	   anyone	   who	   wants	   to	   has	   free	  
access	  to	  it	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  trial.	  	  

Thank	  you!	  
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Useful	  resources	  	  
Here	  are	  some	  links	  to	  online	  features	  about	  technology	  and	  
autism	  which	  you	  might	  find	  interesting	  or	  useful:	  	  

• http://www.autismspeaks.org/autism-‐apps	  
• http://www.squidalicious.com/2011/01/ipad-‐apps-‐

for-‐autism-‐spreadsheet-‐of.html	  
• http://www.everyapphasastory.com/	  
• http://gadgetwise.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/29/fin

ding-‐good-‐apps-‐for-‐children-‐with-‐autism/	  	  

Our	  Other	  Projects	  
Sue,	  Alex	  and	  other	  colleagues	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Edinburgh	  
are	   involved	   in	  a	  range	  of	  different	  research	  projects	  as	  well	  
as	  Click-‐East.	  	  One	  study	  is	  looking	  for	  brothers	  and	  sisters	  of	  
children	  with	  autism,	  aged	  9-‐17	  years	  old,	  to	  help	  investigate	  
the	   experiences	   of	   siblings.	   	   This	   involves	   both	   parents	   and	  
siblings	   completing	   some	   questionnaires	   and	   sending	   them	  
back	   by	   post.	   Another	   group	   is	   looking	   for	   families	  who	   are	  
interested	   in	   testing	   new	   technologies	   designed	   for	   children	  
with	  autism	  –	  we	  occasionally	  email	  out	  links	  to	  online	  games,	  
or	  pictures	  or	  demo	  videos	  for	  you	  to	  watch	  at	  home	  and	  ask	  
you	  to	  comment	  by	  email	  or	  in	  online	  surveys.	  	  
If	  you’re	  enjoying	  the	  research	  experience	  and	  would	  
like	   to	   do	  more,	   email	   Sue	   for	  more	   info	   or	   have	   a	  
look	  at	  www.clickeast.co.uk/get-‐involved	  

What’s	  next?	  

I’ve	  got	  two	  plans	  to	  follow-‐up	  on	  Click-‐East	  and	  I	  hope	  some	  of	  you	  might	  be	  interested	  in	  them.	  

First,	  the	  Nuffield	  Foundation	  have	  kindly	  given	  permission	  to	  keep	  back	  some	  of	  our	  funding	  to	  hold	  a	  
lunch party 	  after	  the	  study	   is	   finished,	  probably	   in	  October	  2013.	   	  We	  will	   invite	  all	   the	  parents	  
and	  professionals	   involved	   in	  the	  project	  to	  come	  along,	  hear about what we discovered 	  
during	  the	  study,	  and	  let	  us	  know	  what	  you	  think	  we	  should	  do	  next.	  	  I’ll	  be	  in	  touch	  again	  about	  this	  in	  
the	  summer	  but	  do	  let	  me	  know	  if	  you’d	  like	  to	  comment	  or	  be	  involved	  in	  the	  planning.	  For	  example,	  
I’m	  wondering	  whether	  to	  hold	  two	  events	  –	  one	  in	  central	  Edinburgh	  and	  another	  one	  in	  Livingston,	  
Whitburn	  or	  Motherwell,	  so	  it	  is	  easier	  for	  everyone	  to	  attend?	  Also,	  I’m	  not	  sure	  whether	  it	  would	  be	  
easier	  to	  do	  something	  at	  lunchtime	  or	  in	  the	  evening?	  Mid-‐week	  or	  weekend?	  Let me know! 
Second,	  I	  want	  to	  do	  a	  small	  research	  project	  where	  I	  interview	  parents	  who	  already	  use	  quite	  a	  lot	  of	  
technology,	  and	  learn	  about	  how	  it	  is	  used	  at	  home.	  How	  do	  parents	  choose	  what	  piece	  of	  kit	  to	  buy?	  	  
How	  do	  they	  select	  apps	  or	  games?	  How	  do	  they	  manage	  their	  child’s	  use	  –	  do	  they	  restrict	  time	  or	  
not?	  	  I	  think	  we	  can	  learn	  a	  lot	  from	  families	  who	  use	  technology	  a	  lot	  already	  and	  then	  pass	  on	  this	  
wisdom	  and	   experience	   to	   other	   parents	  who	   are	   thinking	   about	   buying	   a	   tablet	   for	   the	   first	   time.	  
Again,	  I	  hope	  some	  of	  the	  Click-‐East	  families	  might	  be	  interested	  in	  taking	  part	  in	  this.	   

Sue and her daughters  
Lighting Up Blue for  

World Autism Awareness Day! 

We	   can’t	   thank	   you	   all	   enough	  
for	  your	  support	  for	  the	  Click-‐East	  
project,	   which	   so	   many	   people	  
have	   given	   their	   time	   and	   effort	  
towards.	  	  Please	  do	  get	  in	  touch	  if	  
you	   have	   any	   questions	   or	  
comments	  or	   if	  you’re	   interested	  
in	   hearing	   more	   about	   our	  
research:	  	  
sue.fletcher-‐watson@ed.ac.uk	  
0131	  651	  6356	  
07512	  140	  417	  
www.clickeast.co.uk	  	  

The	   Click-‐East	   project	   is	   funded	   by	   the	   Nuffield	   Foundation	  
and	  is	  grateful	  for	  their	  continued	  support	  for	  our	  work.	  	  


